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Wittgenstein on Hilbert’s Program

Jeong-Il Park

As far as Hilbert’s Program is concerned, there seems to be
important  differences in the development of Wittgenstein’s
thoughts. Wittgenstein’s main claims on this theme in his middle
period writings, such as Wittgenstein and the Vienna Circle,
Philosophical Remarks and Philosophical Grammar seem to be
different from the later writings such as Wittgenstein’s Lectures
on the Foundations of Mathematics (Cambridge 1939) and
Remarks on the Foundations of Mathematics. To show that
differences, I will first briefly survey Hilbert’s program and his
philosophy of mathematics, that is to say, formalism. Next, I will
illuminate in what respects Wittgenstein was influenced by and
criticized Hilbert’s formalism. Surprisingly enough, Wittgenstein
claims in his middle period that there is neither metamathematics
nor proof of consistency. But later, he withdraws his such radical
claims. Furthermore, we cannot find out any evidences, I think,
that he maintained his formerly claims. I will illuminate why

Wittgenstein does not raise such claims any more.

Key Words: Wittgenstein, Hilbert, Hilbert’s Program, Formalism,

Metamathematics, Proof of Consistency



