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Generationism and Indeterminate identity

Daehwi Jeong

This paper tries to make a challenge to generationism, a branch
of fictional creationism according to which there are referents of
fictional names like ‘Sherlock Holmes’ and they are created by
authors. Creationism has been developed to deal with challenges
especially made by Anthony Everett and Stuart Brock. And
recently, David Friedell and Wesley D. Cray suggested
generationism developed to deal with the challenges. But, though
generationism prima facie seems to resolve both challenges, I
argue that challenges would be remain unresolved if modified
versions of Everett’s challenge are raised. More specifically,
generationism cannot give a satisfactory account when authorial
intentions are indeterminate or multiple, because generationism
would be committed to indeterminate identity in such cases.
Finally, these modified challenges raise the same problem to the

account in general which appeals to authorial intention.

Key Words: Fictional name, Identity Criteria, Creationism,

Generationism, Everett, Indeterminate identity



